WELCOME

W

elcome! Blount County is ever-growing and we’re thrilled that you’re considering joining the Blount County Chamber of Commerce. We are home to hun-

dreds of small stores, small industrial shops, professional service providers, largesized retailers and corporations of nearly every size.
Blount County has a long, successful tradition as a business-friendly community, and
the Blount Partnership, which encompasses the Chamber of Commerce, Economic
Development Board and Smoky Mountain Tourism Development Authority, is dedicated to maintaining that tradition, as it has for more than 100 years.
The Partnership is the eyes, ears and voice of the business community. We work daily
with local and regional governments and business-related agencies to protect business interests and to keep the community healthy through a vital commercial sector.
The Partnership serves the business community through a wide variety of programs
and services from quarterly mixers, networking coffee clubs and ribbon-cutting ceremonies for new businesses, to marketing assistance, business expos and business
recruitment, which is the life blood of any prospering community. It also does group
travel recruitment, festival development and large business developments that bring
jobs and capital investment to the area.
The community as a whole benefits from the Partnership’s attention as well, through
sponsorship of town meetings, legislative luncheons, candidate forums and publication of business and community guides. The Partnership works closely with the cities
of Alcoa, Maryville, Townsend, Rockford, Louisville and Friendsville.
Inside this member resource guide, you will find numerous ways your Chamber memership is making a difference for your company and our community.
Sincerely,
Bryan Daniels
Blount Partnership President/CEO

OUR VISION

The Blount Partnership will earn a
national reputation as the primary catalyst
for this region’s competitive success and
economic prosperity, steeped in strong
tradition and leadership.

OUR MISSION

The mission of the Blount Partnership is
to serve its members and stakeholders
while promoting economic growth and
stability, fostering community development and enhancing the overall quality of
life in the region.
Contact:
865.983.2241
Blount Partnership
201 S. Washington St.
Maryville, TN 37804
infodesk@blountpartnership.com
www.BlountChamber.com

Our Guarantee: Get 100% of your investment back if you are not satisfied after
attending three (3) networking or education opportunities within the first 90 days.
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OVERVIEW

The Blount Partnership is a 501(c)6 non-profit organization. Our members help provide opportunities for small business, corporate locations, manufacturing, technology commercialization, leisure travel, and corporate retreats. Our goal is to ensure our community continues
to enjoy a robust economy and opportunities to live an unrivaled quality of life.
Joining an exclusive worldwide group and the first in the state of Tennessee, the Blount
Partnership received accreditation by the International Economic Development Council
(IEDC) as an Accredited Economic Development Organization (AEDO) in 2017. The Partnership is the first organization of its type -- one which houses four internal entities – to
receive this honor from IEDC.

The nationally accredited Five-Star Chamber supports the
county’s existing businesses, recruits new business and industry,
supports community development, enhances the quality of life in
Blount County and fosters a productive relationship between the
business and government communities. The voice of the business
community, active here since 1920, is fully supported by the Chamber membership.

ACCREDITED
ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT
ORGANIZATION
International Economic Development Council

The Smoky Mountain Tourism Development Authority’s efforts
are directed toward attracting tourism business to the area, providing authentic experiences for the traveling public and being a
good neighbor to Great Smoky Mountains National Park. Through
the operation of welcome centers, the SMTDA informs tourists of
accommodations and attractions and works with local businesses, travel writers, travel agents and tour operators. The SMTDA is
wholly funded by the county’s hotel/motel tax.

2005 - 2010 - 2015

The Blount County Chamber Foundation is a 501(c)3 organization existing to meet special educational, cultural, charitable and
scientific needs in our community. The Foundation is supported by
charitable contributions and through fees assessed for administering funds of organizations who do not have a 501(c)3 designation.

The Economic Development Board works with the Chamber, local government and regional/state economic agencies to bring new
industry to the area. The board’s efforts are global in scope, and attract national and international organizations. As an arm of county
and city government, the board is jointly funded by the county and
the cities of Alcoa and Maryville.

Blount Partnership App
Download the free Blount Chamber app to access
news, member directory and calendar of events. It
also links you to the Partnerships websites and social
media pages. Type in Blount Partnership on your
mobile device’s app store to download.
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Use the Chamber Logo
A digital version of the Blount Chamber
logo is available for use on your website or
publications.

MEMBER SERVICES

The Blount Chamber is more than just simple “get-togethers.” Your investment fuels our work to build a sustainable community
where businesses thrive. The Chamber works in the best interest of all its members and the community it serves. As a member
you’ll receive the benefits so many others like you are receiving every day. Those include:
CONNECTIONS
The Chamber connects you with the people and information you need to thrive and be successful. You have access
to more business professionals at our events than you could ever reach by yourself.
Best of Blount
Pigs & Politics

Taste of Blount
Primetime

Quarterly Mixers
Monthly Coffee Clubs

Chamber Socials
Exclusive VIP events

ADVOCACY
We know your time is valuable. Even when you can’t be there, we advocate for your business interests and the
interests of all of our local business community. With your membership you receive:
• Staff working every day to make a better business climate by attending meetings
• Answer your local government questions
• Access to transportation and public policy briefings
• Successful advocacy on issues important to our business community
• Monitoring of the regulatory environment
• Building and maintaining infrastructure
• Increased business community influence
BUILDING SMALL BUSINESS
Small business is the backbone of the U.S. economy and this is no different in Blount County. Ninety percent of our
members are our small business partners. To assist you and other small businesses, the chamber hosts a variety of
programs aimed at building business, such as:
Small Business Saturday
Women in Business
Human Resources Seminars
Supervisor’s Training
Glenn Shepard Seminar
Soft Skills Training
Email Marketing
Social Media Marketing
Starting a Business
Meeting Space Rental
www.BlountAreaJobs.com
One-on-one Business Counseling
GROWTH
Every thriving community is about growing. Whether it’s recruiting new business, keeping existing industry, bringing
in more tourists or group travel to the area, more growth means a more robust economy. The better the economy does,
the better you and your family do. The Chamber partners with the Economic Development Board and the Smoky Mountain Tourism Development Authority to work in these areas. Did you know?
• On an average day, visitors to Blount County spend more than $1 million dollars in food, transportation, lodging,
retail, entertainment and recreation. If it weren’t for tourism generated state and local taxes, each Blount County
household would play $689 more in taxes.
• Since 2010, over 6,000 new jobs have been created in Blount County with $2.1 billion in capital investment. This means more
disposable income circulating in Blount County which flows down to all businesses.
THINK LOCAL FIRST
The Blount Partnership uses an intensive shop local marketing effort in Blount County with its “Think Local First”
program. The Chamber uses this program to encourage the community to shop locally in Blount County for goods and
services rather than go to other areas. Ask to have the logo, which utilizes the iconic clock tower on top of the Blount
County courthouse with sun rays behind it, emailed to you.
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HOW DO YOU WANT TO USE YOUR MEMBERSHIP?
Your Chamber membership is personal to you, your business and your unique goals.
This chart shows events and activities we recommend participating in order
to achieve larger goals, such as showcasing your business.
This chart is just a start - Make your membership yours and get the most out of your investment!

Education & Leadership

Community Visibility

Showcase Business

College Presidents Briefing
8th Grade Career Fair
Career Signing Day
Join a workforce committee
Advanced Manufacturing
STEM
Construction
Information Technology
Become an Ambassador
Supervisor’s Training
Women in Business
Soft Skills Training
Glenn Shepard Seminar
Networking Training Class
Earn CEU credits at seminars

• Hosting coffee club, socials and
afternoon mixers
• Sponsorship
• Annual Celebration
• Member Orientation
• Member Spotlight in The Dialogue
• Become an Ambassador
• Small Business Saturday
• Primetime
• Power Connect Lunch
• Free Daily Times ad
• Government Briefings
• Attend coffee club, socials and
afternoon mixers

• Hosting coffee club, socials and
afternoon mixers
• Sponsorship
• Member Spotlight in The Dialogue
• Join a Committee
• Become an Ambassador
• Small Business Saturday
• Primetime
• Free Daily Times ad
• Hold ribbon cutting
• Participate in Job Fair
• Join a committee
• Member-to-Member deals
• Email campaign

Grow your potential
and knowledge

Increase familiarity with your
business and brand

Bring awareness to your
business location

Develop Leads

Advocacy & Access

Celebrate Growth

•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

• Member Spotlight in The Dialogue
• Member Orientation
• Hosting coffee club, socials and
afternoon mixers
• Small Business Saturday
• Primetime
• Power Connect Lunch
• Christmas Open House
• Member-to-Member deals
• Email campaign
• Meeting space use
• Business cards in Chamber lobby

Generate new contacts
and clients
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Government Relations Committee
Day on the Hill in Nashville
Washington, D.C. Visit
Pigs & Politics
Transportation Briefings
Legislative Briefings
City of Maryville Briefing
City of Alcoa Briefing
Blount County Briefing
Cities of Townsend, Friendsville,
Rockford and Louisville Briefing

Connect with leaders, city
and policymakers

• Annual Celebration
• Best of Blount Awards
• Attend Ribbon Cuttings
• Small Business Saturday
• Primetime
• Taste of Blount
• Hops in the Hills
• Grains and Grits
• Townsend Spring Festival
• Townsend Fall Festival
• Scottish Festival & Games
• Become an Ambassador
• Pay It Forward

Be part of countywide growth

VALUE OF CHAMBER MEMBERSHIP
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MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS

CONNECTIONS: (Check Chamber calendar for specific dates)
Coffee Club

Power Connect Lunch

Afternoon Mixer

Primetime

Fourth Thursday of every month
with light breakfast, coffee and
networking.

Quarterly networking lunch at
local Blount restaurants.

Quarterly business mixers held
at members’ place of business.

Annual gathering of Blount
County’s businesses in lighthearted, fun atmosphere with
food, drinks, music, games and
prizes.

RESOURCES:
Soft Skills Training
Soft skills are necessary if you
desire to climb the career ladder. Participants earn .5 CEU’s.
Strengthen your skills today.
Complete listing at www.blountchamber.com.

MARKETING: (Free to low-cost promotional opportunities)
Member to Member
Promotions
Offer discounts to chamber
members in the coupons/discounts section of the Chamber’s
membership directory. Promotions also pushed out on Facebook. Include expiration date.
For help adding your coupon,
contact jmuir@blountpartnership.com.

New members receive one 3x5”
full-color ad to run on either
Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday (value is $375 at regular
price).
Call Donna Wilson at the Daily
Times at 865-981-1157.

Small Business
Saturday
“Shop Small” on Nov. 30 and
participate in Small Business
Saturday with giveaways like
tote bags, buttons, balloons and
Chamber promotions. Contact
alawson@blountpartnership.
com to participate & receive
marketing materials for your
business.

THE DAILY TIMES

Networking Training
Nervous about meeting new
people? Regularly scheduled
networking training classes can
help you build relationships by
learning common sense tips and
techniques to use.

Free Daily Times Ad

Membership fee is

85% tax deductible.

A-Z Office Resources

Free Prescription
Drug Card

Business Counseling
& Business Startup

Labels, Direct Mail &
Email Campaign

Chamber members receive
discounts & special pricing on
all office supplies and facility
products. Contact Jill England at
865.250.3934 or register online
at chamber.azorinc.com.

Get immediate savings up to
75% on your prescription drugs.
(Average savings is 30%). The
free card is perfect for uninsured
and underinsured. Get discounts
on glasses, hearing aids, diabetic supplies and more.

Confidential business assistance from the Tennessee Small
Business Development Center,
to help develop business or marketing plans, budgeting, taxes,
licenses and financing options.

For $200, the Chamber will send
a direct email blast for you. Other services are Chamber mailing
labels or member database sent
to the mail house.
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MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS
Constant Contact
Email Marketing

Digital Services by
Slamdot.com

Consultation by
42nd Street Design

The Chamber partners with
CardConnect to set up best-inclass payments technology for
your customers who use debit
and credit cards. You also receive a free complimentary savings analysis.

Save 20% if you prepay for 6
months and 25% if you prepay
for 12 months. Receive a 60-day
trial account at www.constantcontact.com/chambermembers

Receive a free digital marketing
strategy audit and 20% off Slamdot’s digital marketing services.
Email sales@slamdot.com or
call 865.238.5600.

Free evaluation includes website audit, social media strategies overview, tips about
Google marketing & advice
on top 10 free directories. Call
865.382.7007 or mail@42sd.
com

Chamber Lobby
Display

Domain Name &
Email by Epic Nine

Grand Openings &
Ribbon Cuttings

HR & Business Law
Counseling

Signage space available to
you in Chamber lobby for $300
monthly that sees 100,000 visitors per year.

Make a great impression with
a branded email address. Call
Epic Nine to get your free domain name and email address
at 865.240.0297 or visit www.
epicnine.com

Cost is $175 for Business
Builders & free to other levels.
Walmart provides a cake, notifying members, ceremonial scissors & ribbon, photos & video.

Chamber has partnered with
attorneys to offer one no-cost
30-minute HR counseling or
business law session for new
clients only. Email alawson@
blountpartnership.com

IDShield

Job Board

Career Fair

Meeting Space

Receive discounted services
in IDShield’s identity monitoring, which alerts you to status
changes and helps restore your
compromised identity. www.
legalshield.com/info/blountpartnership

Post your openings at no charge
at www.BlountChamber.com.
Click on the link at the BlountChamber.com home page and
follow directions for “I am an
Employer.”

Find new employees by participating in the annual career fair
held each spring. Email jbelitz@
blountpartnership.com

Members can rent three Chamber meeting rooms for nominal
rates (Board Rooms 1, 2 and
covered courtyard. Check with
chamber staff on rates/availability.

CardConnect

Notary Public
Complimentary notary service free for all membership
levels.

Workers’ Comp
Insurance

Newcomers List

U.S. Chamber
Federation

Members who have workers
comp insurance written through
AccidentFund get access to
worksafe toolkit and potential
earn up to additional 5% on the
back end in a dividend. Visit
Chamber website.

For $200 annual fee, receive bimonthly lists of those who have
requested relocation information. For $350 annual fee, the
chamber includes your marketing materials in the newcomer
packets.

Receive products and discounts to affinity partners such
as FedEx, topical toolkits from
healthcare to taxes. Sign up at:
www.uschamber.com/members/
chambers/federation-partnership.
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Subscription to Blount Chamber’s weekly newsletter
Invitation to 30+ networking events (Coffee Club, Afternoon Mixer, Power Lunch, etc.)
Access to Blount Partnership mobile app
Invitation to New Member Social
Opportunity to participate in Chamber committees
Invitation to business seminars and focus groups
Access to the TN Chamber and U.S. Chamber Federation member benefits
Access to the Chamber’s affinity program discounts
Special member pricing for Constant Contact email marketing
NEW Access to numerous educational opportunities (some include CEUs)
(1) Complimentary 3x5” ad in The Daily Times for new members ($375 value)
Highlighted as a new member in The Daily Times Chamberlink and social media
(1) Contact name and business category / (1) Voting representative
Inclusion in the Basically Blount directory, online directory and Blount Partnership app
Promotion of your business’s news/events on Facebook, Instagram, Twitter and website
Access to participate in Small Business Saturday promotions
Access to participate in Member-to-Member promotions
Showcase your business credibility and membership through window decal and plaque
Access to digital Chamber logo for use in your marketing efforts
Inclusion of your business cards and/or rack cards in Chamber and/or Townsend lobbies*
Visitor and member referrals
1-on-1 confidential appointment with TN Small Business Development Center counselor
(1) Session of HR & Business Law Counseling
Complimentary notary service
50% discount on ribbon cutting or ground breaking services
Opportunity to purchase member mailing labels and email campaigns
NEW New member spotlight in The Dialogue for inclusion in the Chamber newsletter
NEW Unlimited job postings on www.blountchamber.com
NEW Vendor consideration for Blount Partnership projects
(2) Contact names and (2) Business categories / (2) Voting representatives
Enhanced listing with company logo on Chamber website and Blount Partnership app
(1) Complimentary ribbon cutting/grand opening/ground breaking services
Bimonthly list of newcomers to the area
(1) email campaign per year reaching 4000+ contacts
(1) Database of chamber members to mail house OR set of mailing labels (1300 members)
Two complimentary uses of the Chamber boardroom (based on availability)
NEW Access to purchase market research - Jobs EQ
Total Value
*Restrictions apply. Dues and fees subject to change.

$700

$7,275

$9,110

www.BlountChamber.com
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*Based on availability. Dues and fees subject to change.
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Recognized as a VIP member of the Blount Chamber on the following:
Chamber Lobby Banners ~ Traveling Banners ~ Basically Blount ~ Membership Packets
VIP membership representative(s)
1
2
3
4
5
6
Location listings for the directories
2
4
5
6			
Category listings for Basically Blount, blountchamber.com and Blount Partnership app
2
3
4
5			
Contact names for Basically Blount, blountchamber.com and Blount Partnership app
4
10
12
15
20
30
NEW Complimentary uses of the boardroom OR covered patio*
4
6
6
6
6
8
Monthly inclusion of brochures in newcomer packets
1
1
1
12
12
12
Invitation to exclusive VIP gatherings and President’s Breakfast*
Invitation to special events and grand openings with industry leaders
Exclusive new industry/expansion announcements prior to the public
Operation Thank You sponsor
NEW Priority vendor consideration for Blount Partnership projects
NEW Invitation to annual legislative trip to Nashville & Washington, D.C.
NEW Complimentary market research data (Jobs EQ) and manufacturer’s directory
NEW Ticket(s) to two Supervisor’s/Leadership training events
1
2
3
4
5
6
Monthly video ad on Chamber & Townsend lobby monitors (140K visitors/year)
1
1
1
1
1
Monthly static ad on Chamber & Townsend lobby monitors (140K visitors/year)
3
6
8
12
12
(1) month display in Chamber lobby entryway
Logo on blountchamber.com homepage
(1) company spotlight in the newsletter per year
Email campaigns per year reaching 3000+ contacts
2
2
4
4
4
Event sponsorship voucher*
$300 $500 $1000 $2500 $2500
Unlimited Certificates of Origin
CEO or company spotlight in Basically Blount and on blountchamber.com
Tickets to each of the following: Anniversary Celebration, Best of Blount, Taste of Blount,
^
4
5
6
Pigs & Politics, Hops in the Hills and Grains & Grits (^-3 tickets to choice of 1 event)
NEW Professional photos of (3) key managers
NEW Use of Manor House for meeting space or corporate retreat (seats 20)
Company logo on weekly Chamber email newsletter and The Daily Times Chamberlink release
NEW Preferred Primetime and Job Fair booth space
NEW Billboard feature with Lamar Outdoor Advertising
NEW (3) Receptions and/or exclusive engagements with Blount Partnership
President/CEO Bryan Daniels and Board Chairs
NEW Holiday Open House showcase space
NEW VIP President’s Breakfast sponsor and verbal introduction
NEW (1) annual presentation to President’s Club and VIP members
NEW Pay it Forward membership at $825 level for one year
			
1
2
Logo on Chamber and Townsend lobby monitors
CI
Logo on all VIP event marketing materials and Chamber benefits brochure
RCLE CLUB
Company name on the Blount Partnership boardrooms and park benches
NEW 10 parking passes to Townsend Spring or Fall Festival
NEW Preferred booth space at Taste of Blount (average attendance 600+)
NEW Recognition as Chamber app sponsor
Total Value
$15,540 $23,100 $29,245 $42,160 $61,710 $88,835
www.BlountChamber.com

GET CONNECTED
Make sure you and your staff maximizes the Chamber membership and gets connected with potential customers. Connect with others
by joining a special interest group or volunteering for special events planning. Not just for the business owner or Chamber representative,
circulate amongst your staff and get them signed-up today.
Complete online form at www.blountchamber.com/membership/get-involved/

Ambassadors

HR Focus Group
Supervisor’s Training

Legislative Briefings

Taste of Blount
Help plan and/or assist with
Taste of Blount at the Theater
in the Park. 20+ food vendors,
music, judging & networking.
Two to three planning meetings
beginning in June.

Connect with fellow Chamber
members and build business relationships with one-on-one personal calls to other members.
Meets monthly.

Monthly meetings to address
HR issues in the workplace. Supervisor’s Training is an annual
workshop held in the fall to update supervisors on new and important human resource issues.

You will be invited to local, state,
and federal briefings with our
elected officials and regulators,
held throughout the year. You will
also receive timely information
from our legislators and the US
& State Chambers that impact
public policy and business regulations.

Townsend Spring
Festival

Townsend Fall
Festival

Transportation
Briefings

Women in Business

Volunteer for the Townsend
Spring Festival. Two to three
planning meetings beginning in
February.

Volunteer for the Townsend Fall
Festival and Old Timers Day.
Two to three planning meetings
beginning in June.

Hear local community leaders and TDOT discuss current
transportation projects. Meets
spring, fall, and as needed.

Women share best practices
and discuss issues relevant to
work and home life. Meets bimonthly.
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SPONSOR / HOST OPPORTUNITIES
A great way to gain business exposure is through sponsorships or hosting one of the many Chamber events.
Best of Blount Awards

Events
PRIMARY EVENTS
DATE
Blount County Job Fair.................................................March 2020
Townsend Spring Festival.........................................May 1-2, 2020
Hops in the Hills*.................................................June 19-20, 2020
Summer on Broadway*........................................June 19-20, 2020
Pigs & Politics Legislative Day................................. Summer 2020
Primetime.........................................................................Fall 2020
8th Grade Career Fair......................................................Fall 2020
Taste of Blount........................................................... Sept. 5, 2020
Townsend Fall Festival....................................... Sept. 25-26, 2020
Grains & Grits Spirits Festival*.............................. November 2020
Best of Blount Awards*.......................................... November 2020
*-Ask about sponorship levels

Hops in the Hills / Summer on Broadway

Sponsorship Levels
Listed below are the general sponsorship levels for events.
Please note some events have additional levels or prices, so
please ask if you are interested in a particular event.
Premier Sponsor.......................................... $1,500
•
•
•
•

Booth at event
Top billing on promotional items, signage, banners and tickets
Recognition in press releases, featured in ads
Logo on printed and online versions of the ChamberLink, newsletter, Chamber website and email tagline
• Featured on visitors center lobby monitors
• Event and sponsors promoted via Facebook.

SPONSORSHIP
EVENT
Coffee Club.............................................. $500 Limited 2020 dates
Afternoon Mixer....................................... $500 Limited 2020 dates
Chamber Social....................................... $500 Limited 2020 dates
HR Focus Seminars............................................$200 per seminar
HR Supervisor’s Training.....................................$200 per seminar
New Member Orientation.........................................................$200
Operation Thank You...................................... $250 February 2020
Legislative/Transportation Briefings......................................$1000
À LA CARTE OPTIONS
Grand opening/Ribbon cutting package..................................$350
Additional category listings......................................................$350
Labels printed or sent to mail house........................................$200
Chamber email campaign ................................$200 per campaign
Monthly newcomer’s list .......................................... $200 per year
Newcomer packet insert.................................. $350 for six months
Weekly newsletter sponsor........................................ $50 per week
Chamberlink sponsor............................................. $200 per month
Certificates of Origin........................... $10 per stamp for members
.................................................... $20 per stamp for non-members
Chamber Lobby Advertising.................................. $300 per month

Silver Sponsor................................................. $500
• Company name on ads, signage, banners, recognition in press
releases
• Company name on printed and on-line versions of the ChamberLink, newsletter, Chamber website
• Event and sponsors promoted via Facebook

Friends Sponsor.............................................. $300
• Featured on printed and on-line versions of the ChamberLink,
newsletter, on the Chamber website
• Event and sponsors promoted via Facebook

Taste of Blount
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MEMBER TESTIMONIALS

“They took a chance on me inventing
a program that filled a need for me
and others LIKE me. That flexibility
is HUGE. Why WOULDN’T I want to
be part of that kind of organization?
They’ve got my back.”

Tony Saddy
Owner
Get Fit Maryville

“I identified a lunchtime networking need. The Blount
Chamber trusted me to run with it.”
Fitness trainer Tony Saddy, owner of Get Fit Maryville,
couldn’t easily attend Chamber coffees or afternoon
mixers, so he proposed the Power Connect Lunch to
Chamber officials.
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Summer on Broadway

Legislative Breakfast

Washington, D.C. Trip

Hops in the Hills

MEMBER TESTIMONIALS
The Volunteers in Progress (VIP) program is a partnership between the Blount County Chamber of Commerce
and the Economic Development Board of Blount County. Our focus is all about Keeping Good Company by:
• Keeping the successful companies that we already have and assisting in their expansions.
• Recruiting good quality companies on both a national and international level.
• Showcasing your company by marketing your business to current and potential business clients.
• Offering exclusive meetings of the VIP members throughout the year.
• Developing opportunities to network, both in a professional setting and through social activities.
• Discussing issues that directly impact on the future of our region and the business community.

“I knew people were
coming here for jobs
with companies like
Denso and Arconic,
and I saw a bright future in Blount County,”
said Abhijit Verekar.
(AV) owner of Avero
Advisors, which works
heavily with the city
and county government sectors. “Joining
the Blount Chamber:
one of my best business decisions ever…
important when you’re
not FROM here.”

“My Chamber membership helped fill
in the gaps of what I didn’t know and
helped introduce me to ‘who’ I needed
to know. That can be important when
you’re not from here.”

AV with Blount County Mayor Ed Mitchell.

Abhijit Verekar (AV)
Owner
Avero Advisors

“CBBC’s first year at the VIP member
level was our BEST year for business
up to that point. I absolutely think
there’s a correlation.”

Kathy Johnson
Senior Vice President,
commercial lender &
communty outreach
CBBC Bank

Kathy Johnson is convinced that a company’s
participation in the Blount Chamber raises its business
visibility. “Sponsorships of local Chamber events link our
name to the core of what Blount County is all about…its
people, their businesses and their success and growth.
When our bank visibly invests in its community and has its
name linked to meaningful activities, our core values shine
through.”
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MEMBER TESTIMONIALS

“The Chamber VIP perks contain vital
information for us...the governmental affairs insights, the local city and
county officials’ updates. Just to know
the timeline of all that… including what
businesses the Chamber is courting to
relocate to Blount County and “when”…
well, that information is just huge.”
Carl Van Hoozier, Vulcan’s manager of
process improvement, community and
government affairs, said that having an
“inside track” on regional industry growth
is extremely important to his company.
“Vulcan’s been a Blount Chamber VIP
member for decades. That membership
is invaluable.”

Cal Van Hoozier
Manager of Process
Improvement, Community
& Government Affairs
Vulcan Materials

“The new industries recruited by Blount
County set a goal for us, as an educational institution, to help meet this
growing need for highly skilled, college-educated employees. The Blount
Chamber helps us identify critical
workforce gaps to provide a qualified
workforce for today and the future.”

Dr. Anthony Wise
President
Pellissippi State CC
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Dr. Anthony Wise, President of Pellissippi State Technical Community College, said the college is stepping up to the workforce development challenges.
Much-needed expansions are underway, including a
$16.5 million new Blount County Workforce Development Center on Pellissippi State’s currently-existing
Lamar Alexander Parkway campus.

MEMBER TESTIMONIALS
When Blount Chamber
Chair (and DENSO Senior
Manager) Bob Booker envisions the shape of future
jobs in Blount County, he
sees the Blount Chamber
as being the County’s
transformative organization that ensures today’s
students, entrepreneurs
and companies of all sizes
see possibilities in their
futures tomorrow…right
here in Blount County.

“Every business large and small needs
connections to be successful, and
that’s what the Chamber does so well
at all levels…connects businesses with
the people and the resources needed
to make them successful.”

Bob Booker
Senior Manager
DENSO
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Joe Tipton said Blount
Chamber membership, and in
particular, event sponsorships,
“are ways that Twin City helps
promote the area and give
back to our neighbors and
friends. Twin City sponsors
the Chamber’s
Government Update
sessions, and we
find value in that. I
like knowing what’s
going on politically,
and how it can affect
our business and
region.”

“We didn’t see Chamber membership
as a way to sell cars. It’s part of our
community and civic duty.”

Joe Tipton
Service & Parts Manager
Twin City Dealerships
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MEMBER TESTIMONIAL

“The Chamber is such a great resource
for all size companies. There have
been many statewide issues that they
helped with, to make the environment
here more friendly for our business to
be successful.”

Kevin Clayton
CEO
Clayton Homes

Kevin Clayton, CEO of Clayton Homes, said some of
the business lessons he’s learned along the way include
giving back to the community and keeping a keen eye on
the competition. He said Blount Chamber membership is
invaluable to any size business because “not only do they
connect you with people to support your business, but
they provide great resources for growing your business
that you would not be able to do on your own.”
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CHAMBER BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Chairman of the Board
Bob Booker, DENSO
Chair-Elect
Rick Shepard
Chair-Chamber Foundation
Joe Tipton, Twin City Dealerships
VIP Chair
Christi Fightmaster, Pugh CPAs
VIP Chair-Elect
Stephen Deucker, Cirrus Aircraft

Division Directors

Transportation & Petroleum/Auto Sales &
Services
Trevis Gardner, MKAA

Government & Public Utilities
One Year Directors
Al Scott, South Blount County Utility District Jason Brooks, LDA Engineering
Construction, Building Trades & Suppliers David Shanks, Shanks & Associates
Andrea Knight, Harmony Family Center
Ben Pinnell, Hickory Construction
Brian Davis, Danny Davis Electric
Finance & Professional
Dennis Dockery, Michael Brady Architects
Tony Thompson, Pinnacle Financial Partners
Ex-Officio Members
Hotel/Lodging, Restaurants & Recreation
Richard Maples, Kinzel Springs Partnership Chair, Economic Development Board
Fred Lawson
Individuals/Non-Profits
Vanessa Sparks, Blount County Habitat for Humanity Chair, Smoky Mountain Tourism
Development Authority
Manufacturers, Wholesalers & Agriculture Tim Seay, Hideaway Cottage & Log Cabins
Bryan Hayes, Clayton Homes
Legal Counsel
Real Estate/Insurance/Retail/Service
Matt Haralson, Kizer & Black, Attorneys
Drew Miles, Farmers Insurance Group
Blount County
Five Year Joint Operating Committee
Ed Mitchell, County Mayor
Chris Soro, C2RL, Inc.
Alcoa City
Board Member at Large
Mark L. Johnson, City Manager
Mike Lutheran, Royal Metal Powders
Maryville City
Board Member at Large
Greg McClain, City Manager
Kathy Johnson, CBBC Bank

CHAMBER STAFF

President/CEO
Bryan Daniels
Vice President
Tammi Ford

Director of Communications
Jeff Muir

Administrative Assistant
Amy Lawson

Director of Economic Development
Rachel Buchanan
Director of Partnership Programs &
Workforce Development
Jessica Belitz

Administrative Assistant
Afton Dobbins

Director of Membership Development
Jessica Hahn
Executive Administrative Assistant
Brenda Farner

Director of Accounting & Human Resources Accounting & HR Administrative Assistant
Bruce Kerr
Ann Watson
Director of Tourism
Administrative Assistant
Kim Mitchell
Claire Carter

Part-Time Administrative Assistant
Deborah Nye
Maryville Welcome Center
Kasey Ferguson
Facilities Maintenance
Robert Galyon
Townsend Welcome Center Hosts
Sharon Thornton
Fred Weiser
Mark Snyder
Jim Watson

www.blountchamber.com | 865.983.2241 | 201 S. Washington St., Maryville, TN 37804 | infodesk@blountpartnership.com
facebook.com/blountchamber		

instagram.com/blountchamber 		

youtube.com/blountchamber		

linkedin.com/company/blountpartnership

twitter.com/blountchamber

CALENDAR OF CHAMBER EVENTS

January
9
HR Focus Group - Workplace Safety
10
Afternoon Mixer at Vienna Coffee House
14
Women in Business
18
MLK Business Luncheon
18
Morning Brew at Artistic Bean
31
Coffee Club at Regions Bank

July
10
11
15
17
22-26
25

Me too?
Afternoon Mixer at Quality Financial Concepts
Women in Business
Ambassadors Meeting
Membership Event
Coffee Club sponsored by Y-12 Federal Credit Union

February
1
Regional Legislative Breakfast in Maryville
6
HR Focus Group - Active Shooter Training
6
Ambassador Training
12
Power Connect Lunch
19-21 Operation Thank You
26
Networking 101
28
Coffee Club sponsored by Smoky Mountain Fund-Raising
held at Blount Partnership

August
7
9
13
17
21
23
29

Roll Out the Red Carpet
Blount County Briefing
Networking 101
Hot Air Balloon Festival
Ambassadors Meeting
Morning Brew
Coffee Club sponsored by PCS

March
7
15
18
19
20
22
28
28
April
3
9
11
16
17
27
30
May
1
3–4
14
15
17
17
20
30
June
5
6
14
18
19
21-22
22
27

VIP President’s Breakfast
Morning Brew
Women in Business
HR Focus Group - Engage or Die
Ambassador’s Meeting
College President’s Briefing
Blount County Job Fair
Coffee Club sponsored by Kiwanis Club of Maryville
held at Green Meadow Country Club
HR Focus Group
How to Network Effectively
Afternoon Mixer sponsored by Pipe Wrench Plumbing,
Heating & Cooling, Inc. held at Blount Partnership
Glenn Shepard seminar
Ambassador’s Meeting
Coffee Club sponsored by Matlock Tire Service
Power Connect Lunch

September
4
Supervisor’s Training
5
18th Annual Taste of Blount
7
Great Smoky Mountains Half Marathon
10
Chamber Social
12
VIP President’s Breakfast
16
Women in Business
17
Power Connect Lunch
18
Ambassadors Meeting
26
Coffee Club sponsored by United Way of Blount County
27-28 Townsend Fall Heritage Festival
October
2
Leading a Multi-Generational Workforce
10
Afternoon Mixer at Epic Nine
16
Ambassadors Meeting
18
Morning Brew
22
How to Network Effectively
24-25 Career Exploration Fair
31
Coffee Club sponsored by Glenstone Galleries & Gifts

November
2
Townsend Grains and Grits Festival
HR Focus Group
12
Power Connect Lunch
Townsend Spring Festival
18
Women in Business
Chamber Social at Metropolitan Knoxville Airport Authority 20
Ambassadors Meeting
Ambassador’s Meeting
21
Coffee Club sponsored by Quinn Appliance
Supervisor’s Training
30
Small Business Saturday
Morning Brew
Women in Business
December
Coffee Club sponsored by Trinity Dental Clinic
11
Blount Partnership Christmas Open House
12
Coffee Club sponsored by Treasures Jewelers
Addiction in the Workplace
VIP President’s Breakfast
City of Maryville and Alcoa Briefing
Power Connect Lunch
Ambassador’s Meeting
Summer on Broadway
Hops in the Hills
Coffee Club sponsored by Tennessee Vein Center

*Dates subject to change
For more event and registration information, log on to
www.blountchamber.com

READY TO JOIN?

g

Jessica Hahn

Director of Membership Development

201 S. Washington St., Maryville, TN 37804
C: 865.719.3237 O: 865.983.2241
jhahn@blountpartnership.com

Blount Chamber Membership Application: www.blountchamber.com/membership/application

