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More than 127,000 East Tennesseans enjoy living at  

the gateway to the majestic Smoky Mountains National 

Park. Our community offers a vibrant lifestyle, friendly 

neighbors, and top notch education. Blount County has 

seen extraordinary growth in all aspects of business. 

The current leadership, under the umbrella of the Blount 

Partnership, not only works to bring new business to 

Blount County, but also to ensure that those businesses 

already here are being taken care of and supported in 

every way. Indeed, the Blount Chamber of Commerce 

serves as the collective voice of the business community.

But thriving business doesn’t happen in a vacuum.  

It’s fostered in dynamic communities where neighbors 

care about each other and their shared future. Likewise, 

Blount County can’t flourish through membership dues 

to the Chamber alone — members must also be active 

and visible. To help, the Chamber works to engage 

members through education, communication, and 

networking. We can’t do this alone. The Blount Chamber 

is seeking every potential contributor to a flourishing 

business community. All we’re missing is tomorrow’s 

difference-making new member. All we’re missing is U.

Here in Blount County, 
we’ve almost got it all.

BLOUNT COUNTY CHAMBER of COMMERCE
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The Blount Partnership is 
a 501(c)6 non-profit orga-
nization. Our members 

help provide opportunities for small 
business, corporate locations, man-
ufacturing, technology commercial-
ization, leisure travel, and corporate 
retreats. Our goal is to ensure our 
community continues to enjoy a  
robust economy and opportunities  
to live an unrivaled quality of life.  
Joining an exclusive worldwide 
group and the first in the state of 
Tennessee, the Blount Partnership 
received accreditation by the Inter-
national Economic Development 
Council (IEDC) as an Accredited 
Economic Development Organiza-
tion (AEDO) 
in 2017. The 
Partnership 
is the first organization of its type 
– one which houses four internal 
entities – to receive this prestigious 
honor from the IEDC.The Blount 

Partnership serves 
our county as 
an organization 
unlike any other.

Four
pieces,
one pie
chart.

OUR VISION
The Blount Partnership will earn a national 
reputation as the primary catalyst for this region’s 
competitive success and economic prosperity, 
steeped in strong tradition and leadership.

OUR MISSION
The mission of the Blount Partnership is to serve 
its members and stakeholders while promoting 
economic growth and stability, fostering 
community development and enhancing the 
overall quality of life in the region.
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My Chamber 
membership 
helped fill 
in the gaps 
of  ‘what’ I 
didn’t know 
and helped 
introduce 
me to ‘who’ 
I needed 
to know. 
Joining 
the Blount 
Chamber: 
one of  the 
best business 
decisions 
I’ve made.

“AV” Abhijit Verekar
Avero Advisors

The Blount County Chamber of Commerce 
Foundation is a 501(c)3 organization 
existing to meet special educational, 
cultural, charitable and scientific needs 
in our community. The Foundation is 
supported by charitable contributions and 
through fees assessed for administering 
funds of organizations who do not have a 
501(c)3 designation. 

The nationally accredited Five-Star Blount 
County Chamber of Commerce supports the 
county’s existing businesses, recruits new 
business and industry, supports community 
development, enhances the quality of life 
in Blount County and fosters a productive 
relationship between the business and 
government communities. The voice of the 

business community, 
active here since 1920, 
is fully supported by the 
Chamber membership.

The Economic Development Board works 
with the Chamber, local government and 
regional/state economic agencies to bring 
new industry to the area. The board’s efforts 
are global in scope and attract national and 
international organizations. As an arm of 
county and city government, the board is 
jointly funded by Blount County and the 
cities of Alcoa and Maryville.

The Smoky Mountain Tourism Development 
Authority’s efforts are directed toward  
attracting tourism business to the area, 
providing authentic experiences for the 
traveling public and being a good neighbor 
to Great Smoky Mountains National Park. 
Through the operation of welcome centers, 
the SMTDA informs tourists of accommoda-
tions and attractions and works with local 
businesses, travel writers, travel agents and 
tour operators. The SMTDA is wholly funded 
by the county’s hotel/motel tax.2005 • 2010 • 2015
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Why Join the 
Blount Chamber?

The Blount Chamber is more than just simple get-togethers. Your investment fuels our 
work to build a sustainable community where businesses thrive. The Chamber works 

in the best interest of all its members and the community it serves. As a member you’ll 
receive the benefits so many others like you are receiving every day. 

CHAMBER
NUMBERS

BY THE

15,234
people attended
Townsend’s Spring
and Fall festivals

The Chamber presents over 50 workshops annually.
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20RIBBON CUTTINGS AND

GRAND OPENINGS
IN 2019

45 4,000
ATTENDANCE SURPASSED

AT 4 SIGNATURE EVENTS:
• Taste of Blount
• Best of Blount

• Hops in the Hills
• Grains and Grits
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INCREASE
73%

IN CONSUMER
AWARENESS

The Chamber has 
helped to attract 
more than 6,000 
jobs and $2.1 
billion in capital 
investment to 
Blount County 
since 2010.

Our
Guarantee

Get 100% of your 
investment back if 

you are not satisfied 
after attending three (3) 
networking or education 
opportunities within the 

first 90 days.
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CONNECTIONS
The Chamber connects you 
with the people and infor-
mation you need to thrive 
and be successful. You’ll 
have access to more busi-
ness professionals at our 
events than you could ever 
reach by yourself.

Best of Blount • Taste of Blount 
• Quarterly Mixers • Cham-
ber Socials • Pigs & Politics • 
Primetime • Monthly Coffee 
Clubs • Exclusive VIP events

ADVOCACY
We know your time is valu-
able. Even when you can’t 
be there, we advocate for 
your business interests and 
the interests of all of our 
local business community. 
With your membership you 
receive:

Staff working every day to 
make a better business climate 
by attending meetings 

Answers to your local govern-
ment questions

Access to transportation and 
public policy briefings

Successful advocacy on issues 
important to our business 
community

Monitoring of the regulatory 
environment

Building and maintaining infra-
structure

Increased business community 
influence

BUILDING SMALL 
BUSINESS
Small business is the back-
bone of the U.S. economy, 
and this is no different 
in Blount County. Ninety 
percent of our members 
are our small business 
partners. To assist you and 
other small businesses, the 
Chamber hosts a variety of 
programs aimed at building 
business, such as:

Small Business Saturday • 
Women in Business • Human 
Resources Seminars • Supervi-
sor’s Training • Glenn Shepard 
Seminar • Soft Skills Training • 
Email Marketing • Social Media 
Marketing • Starting a Business 
• Meeting Space Rental •  
BlountAreaJobs.com • One-on-
one Business Counseling

GROWTH
Every thriving community 
is about growing. Whether 
it’s recruiting new business, 
keeping existing industry, 
bringing in more tourists 
or group travel to the area, 
more growth means a more 
robust economy. The better 
the economy does, the bet-
ter you and your family do. 
The Chamber partners with 
the Economic Develop-
ment Board and the Smoky 
Mountain Tourism Develop-
ment Authority to work in 
these areas. 

Did you know:

On an average day, visitors to 
Blount County spend more 
than $1.2 million dollars in food, 
transportation, lodging, retail, 
entertainment and recreation.  
If it weren’t for tourism gen-
erated state and local taxes, 
each Blount County household 
would play $725 more in taxes.

Since 2010, over 6,000 new 
jobs have been created in 
Blount County with $2.1 billion 
in capital investment. This 
means more disposable income 
circulating in the county, which 
flows down to all businesses.

THINK LOCAL FIRST
The Blount Partnership 
uses an intensive shop 
local marketing effort in 
Blount County with its 
“Shop Local” program. The 
Chamber uses this program 
to encourage the com-
munity to shop locally in 
Blount County for goods 
and services rather than go 
to other areas. Ask to have 
the logo, which utilizes the 
iconic clock tower on top 

of the 
Blount 
County 
court-
house 
with sun 
rays be-
hind it, 
emailed 
to you.

Joanna Tinker
The Village Tinker

I value the 
marketing, 
social media 
and email 
classes provided 
by the Chamber, 
because new 
ideas inspire 
me to put a 
different spin to 
good use for this 
business.”
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Generate new contacts
and clients

Connect with leaders,
city and policymakers

Be a part of
countywide growth

DEVELOP LEADS ADVOCACY & ACCESS CELEBRATE GROWTH

• Member Spotlight in The Dialogue

• Member Orientation

• Host Coffee Club, Socials and 
Afternoon Mixers

• Small Business Saturday

• Primetime

• Power Connect Lunch

• Christmas Open House

• Member-to-Member deals

• Email campaign

• Meeting space use

• Business cards in Chamber lobby

• Government Relations Committee

• Day on the Hill in Nashville

• Washington, D.C. visit

• Pigs & Politics

• Transportation Briefings

• Legislative Briefings

• City of Maryville Briefing

• City of Alcoa Briefing

• Blount County Briefing

• Cities of Townsend, Friendsville, 
Rockford and Louisville Briefings

• Best of Blount Awards

• Attend Ribbon Cuttings

• Small Business Saturday

• Primetime

• Taste of Blount

• Hops in the Hills

• Grains and Grits

• Townsend Spring Festival

• Townsend Fall Festival

• Scottish Festival & Games

• Become an Ambassador

• Pay It Forward

Grow your potential
and knowledge

Increase familiarity with 
your business and brand

Bring awareness to your
business location

EDUCATION & LEADERSHIP COMMUNITY VISIBILITY SHOWCASE BUSINESS

• College Presidents Briefing

• 8th Grade Career Fair

• Career Signing Day

• Join a workforce committee:
 - Advanced Manufacturing
 - STEM
 - Construction
 - Information Technology

• Become an Ambassador

• Supervisor’s Training

• Women in Business

• Soft Skills Training

• Glenn Shepard Seminar

• Networking Training Class

• Earn CEU credits at seminars

• Host Coffee Club, Socials and 
Afternoon Mixers

• Sponsorship

• Host a seminar

• Member Orientation

• Member Spotlight in The Dialogue

• Become an Ambassador

• Small Business Saturday

• Primetime

• Power Connect Lunch

• Free Daily Times ad

• Government Briefings

• Attend Coffee Club, Socials and 
Afternoon Mixers

• Host Coffee Club, Socials and 
Afternoon Mixers

• Sponsorship

• Member Spotlight in The Dialogue

• Join a Committee

• Become an Ambassador

• Small Business Saturday

• Primetime

• Free Daily Times ad

• Hold Ribbon Cutting

• Participate in Job Fair

• Member-to-Member deals

• Email campaign

Initiative:

Goal:

Chamber
Tools:

How Do You Want to Use Your Membership?
Your Chamber membership is personal to your unique goals.

Drew Miles
Farmers Insurance

The Drew Miles Agency

I like that the Chamber wants 
my business to be a success. 
When you’re starting out, they 
have a checklist of  actions that 
you can take to help  
reach your goals.
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Initiative:

Goal:

Chamber
Tools:

How Do You Want to Use Your Membership?
Make your membership yours and maximize your investment!

Blount Partnership App
Download the free Blount 
Chamber app to access news, 
member directory and calendar 
of events. It also links you to the 
Partnership’s websites and social 
media pages. Type in Blount 
Partnership on your mobile 
device’s app store to download.

Use the Chamber Logo
A digital version of the Blount Chamber 
logo is available for use on your website 
or publications. Make your request by 
email to jmuir@blountpartnership.com 
to receive the logo.

Carmen Simpher
Little Arrow
Outdoor Resort

I really value 
the networking 
opportunities like 
Afternoon Mixers, 
Coffee Clubs and 
Power Connect 
Lunches.
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Subscription to Blount Chamber’s weekly newsletter

Invitation to 30+ networking events (Coffee Club, Afternoon Mixer, Power Lunch, etc.)

Access to Blount Partnership mobile app

Invitation to New Member Social

Opportunity to participate in Chamber committees

Invitation to business seminars and focus groups

Access to the TN Chamber and U.S. Chamber Federation member benefits

Access to the Chamber’s affinity program discounts

Special member pricing for Constant Contact email marketing

Access to numerous educational opportunities (some include CEUs)

(1) Complimentary 3x5” ad in The Daily Times for new members ($375 value)

Highlighted as a new member in The Daily Times Chamberlink and social media

(1) Contact name and business category / (1) Voting representative

Inclusion in the Basically Blount directory, online directory and Blount Partnership app

Promotion of your business’s news/events on Facebook, Instagram, Twitter and website

Access to participate in Small Business Saturday promotions

Access to participate in Member-to-Member promotions

Showcase your business credibility and membership through window decal and plaque

Access to digital Chamber logo for use in your marketing efforts

Inclusion of your business cards and/or rack cards in Chamber and/or Townsend lobbies*

Visitor and member referrals

1-on-1 confidential appointment with TN Small Business Development Center counselor

(1) Session of HR & Business Law Counseling

Complimentary notary service

50% discount on ribbon cutting or ground breaking services

Opportunity to purchase member mailing labels and email campaigns

New member spotlight in The Dialogue for inclusion in the Chamber newsletter

Unlimited job postings on www.blountchamber.com

Vendor consideration for Blount Partnership projects

(2) Contact names and (2) Business categories / (2) Voting representatives

Enhanced listing with company logo on Chamber website and Blount Partnership app

(1) Complimentary ribbon cutting/grand opening/ground breaking services

Bimonthly list of newcomers to the area

(1) email campaign per year reaching 2500+ contacts

(1) Database of Chamber members to mail house OR set of mailing labels (1300 members)

Two complimentary uses of the Chamber boardroom (based on availability)

Access to purchase market research (Jobs EQ)

Total Value $700 $7,275 $9,110

*Restrictions apply. Dues and fees subject to change.

Membership Tiers
Com

m
unity Partner

( 1-20 em
ployees)

$825

Business Builder

( 1-9 em
ployees)

$385

Individual Mem
ber

$150
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Recognized as a VIP member of the Blount Chamber on the following:
Chamber Lobby Banners  /  Traveling Banners  /  Basically Blount  /  Membership Packets

VIP membership representative(s)

Location listings for the directories

Category listings for Basically Blount, blountchamber.com and Blount Partnership app

Contact names for Basically Blount, blountchamber.com and Blount Partnership app

Complimentary uses of the boardroom OR covered patio*

Monthly inclusion of brochures in newcomer packets

Invitation to exclusive VIP gatherings and President’s Breakfast*

Invitation to special events and grand openings with industry leaders

Exclusive new industry/expansion announcements prior to the public

Operation Thank You sponsor

Priority vendor consideration for Blount Partnership projects

Invitation to annual legislative trip to Nashville & Washington, D.C.

Complimentary market research data (Jobs EQ) and manufacturer’s directory

Ticket(s) to two Supervisor’s/Leadership training events

Monthly video ad on Chamber & Townsend lobby monitors (140K visitors/year)

Monthly static ad on Chamber & Townsend lobby monitors (140K visitors/year)

(1) month display in Chamber lobby entryway

Logo on blountchamber.com homepage

(1) company spotlight in the newsletter per year

Email campaigns per year reaching 2500+ contacts

Event sponsorship voucher*

Unlimited Certificates of Origin

CEO or company spotlight in Basically Blount and on blountchamber.com 

Tickets to each of the following: Anniversary Celebration  /  Best of Blount  /  Taste of Blount  /  Pigs & Politics  /   
Hops in the Hills and Grains & Grits (**3 tickets to choice of 1 event)

Professional photos of (3) key managers

Use of Manor House for meeting space or corporate retreat (seats 20)

Company logo on weekly Chamber email newsletter and The Daily Times Chamberlink release

Preferred Primetime and Job Fair booth space

Billboard feature with Lamar Outdoor Advertising

(3) Receptions and/or exclusive engagements with Blount Partnership President/CEO Bryan Daniels and Board Chairs

Holiday Open House showcase space

VIP President’s Breakfast sponsor and verbal introduction

 (1) annual presentation to President’s Club and VIP members

Pay it Forward membership at $825 level for one year

Logo on Chamber and Townsend lobby monitors 

Logo on all VIP event marketing materials and Chamber benefits brochure

Company name on the Blount Partnership boardrooms and park benches

10 parking passes to Townsend Spring or Fall Festival

Preferred booth space at Taste of Blount (average attendance 600+)

Recognition as Chamber app sponsor

Total Value $15,540 $23,100 $29,245 $42,160 $61,710 $88,835

*Based on availability. Dues and fees subject to change.

Chairm
an’s Club

VIP Tier 6: $25,000
VIP Program Tiers

Cham
pion’s Club

VIP Tier 5: $15,000

President’s Circle

VIP Tier 4: $9,000

Leadership Circle

VIP Tier 3: $6,000

Executive Circle

VIP Tier 2: $3,250

Visionary

VIP Tier 1: $1,650

1 2 3 4 5 6

2 4 5 6 ∞ ∞
2 3 4 5 ∞ ∞
4 10 12 15 20 30

4 6 6 6 6 8

1 1 1 12 12 12

1 2 3 4 5 6

1 1 1 1 1

3 6 8 12 12

2 2 4 4 4

$300 $500 $1000 $2500 $2500

** 4 5 6

1 2
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BenefitsMember

CONNECTIONS & 
RELATIONSHIP 
BUILDING
Coffee Club
Wake up to new business 
contacts at a monthly Coffee 
Club held the last Thursday 
of every month. Coffees are 
designed to offer our mem-
bers the opportunity to build 
business relationships with 
other members and to gain 
exposure for their business 
or organization in an “open 
house” setting. Coffees are 
open to anyone associated 
with a Chamber member 
business. Participation is not 
reserved to the representa-
tive(s) listed on the Chamber 
membership.

Power Connect Lunch
Join us for a mid-day net-
working lunch each quarter. 
Introduce your business and/
or current areas of focus. 
Connect with other business-
es and make contacts. 

Chamber Social
Come join us for the Cham-
ber Social as we welcome 
our newest members. All 
members are invited to net-
work with new and existing 
members, meet the Chamber 
Board of Directors and learn 
how the Chamber can help 
promote business. Socials 
are open to anyone associat-
ed with a Chamber member 
business. Participation is not 
reserved to the representa-

tive(s) listed on the Chamber 
membership.

Afternoon Mixers
Get out of the office and 
unwind at a quarterly  
Afternoon Mixer. Mixers are 
designed to offer our mem-
bers the opportunity to build 
business relationships with 
other members and to gain 
exposure for their business 
or organization in an “open 
house” setting and open to 
anyone associated with a 
Chamber member business. 
Participation is not reserved 
to the representative(s) 
listed on the Cham-
ber membership.

Primetime
This is your 
best opportu-
nity to meet 
many Chamber 
members from 
all sectors of the 
community in one 
location. Come network 
and meet new people in the 
business community! Join 
over 300 business represen-
tatives at the largest net-
working event of the year.

Operation Thank You
Participate or promote your 
business through Operation 
Thank You, which takes place 
in February. Your spon-
sorship (included with VIP 
tiers) goes on the Chamber 
member information packets 
that are personally delivered 
by Chamber members, the 
Chamber staff and Board of 
Directors during this three-
day event to all the Chamber 
members.

Holiday Open House
Make this a stop every 
December as the Blount 
Partnership hosts its open 
house to thank its members 
and stakeholders. With more 
than 900 business people on 
site, there’s no better place 
to make connections. With 
breakfast prepared by the 
Partnership staff, you know 
the food will be delicious.  
Enjoy a break from the hol-
iday hustle and enjoy a hot 
cup of coffee and warm meal 
before you begin your day.

Best of Blount 
Awards

Each November,  
the Best of  
Blount Awards 
celebrates 
those indi-
viduals and 
businesses that 

give their time 
and resources to 

make this area an 
outstanding place to live 

and work. Awards are given 
for Philanthropist of the Year, 
Community Impact Award, 
Bright Future Award, Large 
and Small Business of the 
Year, First Responder Award 
and the Tourism Award. 

Taste of Blount
A September feast for the 
taste buds, the annual Taste 
of Blount draws over 600 
ticket holders who sample 
savory favorites from local 
restaurants, caterers and 
gourmet grocers. Attendees 
vote for their favorite appe-
tizer, main course, sandwich, 
dessert, beverage, presenta-
tion and overall winner.

Local, State and Federal 
Government Briefings
Get access and connect with 
local, state and federal lead-
ers and policymakers as the 
Blount Partnership provides 
periodic briefings with these 
officials.

Hops in the Hills
Hops in the Hills is a June 
festival showcasing the 
area’s finest artisan brews. 
This not-to-miss event for 
beer enthusiasts is held in 
downtown Maryville. The 
event is part of the Summer 
on Broadway celebration, a 
series of events to celebrate 
the summer season.

Grains and Grits
Grains & Grits, a festival of 
southern spirits and gourmet 
grub, is held in November at 
the Townsend Visitor Center. 
The festival is arranged 
and hosted by the Tennes-
see Distillers Guild and the 
Smoky Mountain Tourism 
Development Authority. Over 
700 whiskey and spirits en-
thusiasts and foodies attend 
annually.

Pigs and Politics 
Legislative Day
The biannual Pigs & Politics 
Legislative Day is a great 
opportunity for the public 
to visit with elected offi-
cials and candidates as they 
mingle in a summer setting. 
There are no speeches; just a 
lot of BBQ, games, network-
ing and a live performance 
by a local band. Elected offi-
cials will be serving BBQ.

Here you’ll find a comprehensive catalog of  detailed membership opportunities and events.
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MARKETING  
& BRANDING
Just by joining, your 
business is automatically:

• Listed on  
BlountChamber.com

• Listed in Basically 
Blount, the Chamber’s 
lifestyle magazine pub-
lished annually

• Pushed out via social 
media announcing your 
membership

• Promoted through The 
Dialogue, a new member 
Q&A piece published in 
the email newsletter

It’s All About the Money
• Membership fee is 85% 

tax deductible

• A 90-day, 100% money- 
back guarantee if you 
attend three Chamber 
networking and/or  
educational events

Visibility in the Chamber
In addition, you can have 
brochures and/or business 
cards posted in the Chamber 
lobby and your business will 
be on top of the referral list. 
Find out more at blount-
chamber.com/membership/
benefits/

The Daily Times Ad
New members receive one 
3”x5” (3 columns wide by 
5 inches deep, 15” total) 
full-color ad to run on new 
member’s choice of Tuesday, 
Wednesday or Thursday. 
Value is $375 at regular price. 
Contact Joi Whaley at joi.
whaley@thedailytimes.com 
or 865.981.1152

Labels, Direct Mail & 
Email Campaign
For $200, the Chamber will 
send a direct email blast 
for you. Other services are 
Chamber mailing labels or 
member database sent to 
the mail house (included 
with Community Partner  
and VIP tiers).

Member-to-Member 
Promotional Program
Offer your incentives and 
discounts to Chamber 
members, uploading them 
into the coupons/discounts 
section of the Chamber’s 
membership directory. 
Promotions will be shared 
on social media. Be sure to 
include expiration date.

Here’s how it works:

1. Navigate to the mem-
bership directory at 
blountchamber.com

2. Click on Coupons and 
Discounts

3. Enter your Username 
and Password to com-
plete the form, click 
submit and it’s live

4. Promotions will also be 
posted on social media

Of course, we will be happy 
to add your coupon. Just 
email information about the 
product or discount you’d 
like to offer to jmuir@blount-
partnership.com. Be sure to 
include an expiration date.

Small Business Saturday
Understanding the important 
contributions small business-
es make to their communi-
ties, the Blount Chamber is 
pleased to organize Small 
Business Saturday. On 
November 28, everyone is 
encouraged to take part in 
Small Business Saturday by 
supporting local businesses. 
Contact alawson@blount-
partnership.com.

News and Social Media 
Services
Is your organization hosting 
an event? Submit it on our 
community calendar at  
BlountChamber.com.

If you have good news about 
your business, email jmuir@
blountpartnership.com a 
press release and images. 
The news gets published on 
our website, pushed out on 
our mobile app and shared 
on social media.

With at least two weeks 
advance notice we are happy 

to share your event on our 
social media platforms. Email 
jmuir@blountpartnership.com 
with the information.

Social Media
Be sure to follow and like 
us at the links on page 17 
so we can return the favor. 
Additionally, you’ll find more 
content and info about com-
munity events. Be sure to use 
the hashtag #IamBlount.

Chamber and Community 
Events Calendar
Find out what’s happening 
at the Blount Chamber 
and in the community by 
viewing these calendars at 
blountchamber.com. You can 
also submit an event to be 
placed on the community 
calendar by completing  
the form at this link: 
https://tinyurl.com/sst49e6

PRIMARY EVENTS 
Blount County Job Fair 
March 24, 2020

Townsend Spring Festival  
May 1-2, 2020

Pigs & Politics Legislative 
Day Summer 2020

Primetime May 21, 2020

8th Grade Career Fair 
Fall 2020

Taste of Blount Sep 2020

Townsend Fall Festival
Sep 25-26, 2020

Premier Sponsor / $1,500
• Booth at event

• Top billing on promo-
tional items, signage, 
banners and tickets

• Recognition in press 
releases, featured in ads

• Logo on printed and 
online versions of the 
ChamberLink, newslet-
ter, Chamber website 
and email tagline  

• Featured on visitor cen-
ter lobby monitors

• Event and sponsors 
promoted via Facebook.  

Silver Sponsor / $500
• Company name on 
ads, signage, banners, 
recognition in press 
releases 

• Company name on 
printed and on-line 
versions of the Cham-
berLink, newsletter,  
and Chamber website

• Event and sponsors 
promoted via Facebook 

Friends Sponsor / $300
• Featured on printed and 
on-line versions of the 
ChamberLink, newslet-
ter, and on the Chamber 
website  

• Event and sponsors 
promoted via Facebook

SIGNATURE EVENTS 
(Ask about sponorship 
levels for these events)

Hops in the Hills 
June 19-20, 2020

Summer on Broadway 
June 19-20, 2020

Grains & Grits Spirits 
Festival Nov 7, 2020

Best of Blount Awards
Nov 2020

EVENT SPONSORSHIP
Coffee Club / $500
Limited 2021 dates

Afternoon Mixer / $500
Limited 2021 dates

Chamber Social / $500
Limited 2021 dates

HR Focus Seminars / $200 
per seminar 
HR Supervisor’s Training / 
$200 per seminar
New Member Orientation / 
$200
Operation Thank You / 
$250 Feb 2021

Legislative/Transportation 
Briefings / $1000

Hosting and Sponsorship Opportunities
Listed below are the general sponsorship levels for events. 
Please note some events have additional levels or prices, 
so please inquire if you are interested in a particular event.
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TRAINING & 
PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT
Networking Training 
Classes
The Chamber offers regu-
larly scheduled networking 
training classes, equipping 
you to build relationships by 
learning common sense tips 
and techniques to use. 

Success in 90 Minutes
Monthly workshops take you 
deeper inside topics relevant 
to issues in the workplace. 
Our comprehensive work-
shops provide practical 
and actionable knowledge 
and skills for talent acquisi-
tion, positive and effective 
performance management, 
and talent retention. You’ll be 
equipped to play a greater 
role in building a compet-
itive, high-performance 
organization, and delivering 
tangible business results. 
Some seminars are approved 
for recertification credit 
hours.

Soft Skills Training
Take your career to the 
next level with these soft 
skill sessions. Soft skills are 
strengthened and developed 
over time, and are necessary 
if you desire to climb the 
career ladder. All participants 
earn .5 CEUs per session 
for participating. They also 
receive an email survey two 
months after workshop par-
ticipation to assess applica-
tion of new ideas.

Business Counseling & 
Business Startup Seminar
Confidential business assis-
tance from professionals is 
available. Find help for grow-
ing your business, developing 
business or marketing plans, 
creating a budget, or getting 
an analysis of your operation. 
Take advantage of semi-
nars discussing the forms 

of business organization, 
tax requirements, business 
licenses, business planning 
and financing options with 
additional discussion about 
SBA loan qualifications.

Women in Business
Make plans to attend our 
bi-monthly Women in Busi-
ness meetings. Women share 
best practices and discuss 
issues relevant to work and 
home life. 

HR Supervisor’s Training
These two half-day infor-
mation sessions are geared 
towards human resource 
managers who need updates 
on changes in employment 
laws, conflict management, 
workplace harassment, dis-
crimination and many other 
relevant topics.

Glenn Shepard Seminar
This is a world class profes-
sional development course 
designed specifically for 
supervisors on the front line, 
who directly manage two or 
more employees.

RESOURCES
Job Fair
Looking for new employees? 
Take advantage of our annual 
job fair by sponsoring or par-
ticipating. The fair draws em-
ployers and job seekers from 
the surrounding area for one 
day to fill open positions. 

Grand Openings and 
Ribbon Cuttings
Cost is $175 for Business 
Builders and is included with 
Community Partner and VIP 
tiers. The Chamber provides 
a cake, notifies members and 
elected officials, ceremonial 
scissors and ribbon, photos 
and video.

A-Z Office Resource, Inc.
Members enjoy discounts 
and special pricing on all 
office supplies and facility 
products. Services include 

online ordering loaded with 
your discount pricing; price 
guarantees in specific prod-
uct areas; no minimum order 
requirement; next day free 
delivery; a dedicated account 
manager; and a rewards pro-
gram. Contact Jill England at 
865.250.3934 or register at 
chamber.azorinc.com.

Job Board 
Your membership allows 
you to post job openings at 
BlountChamber.com at no 
charge. It serves as a great 
way to match job seekers 
with your open positions. 
Click on the link at the  
BlountChamber.com home 
page and follow the direc-
tions for “I Am An Employer.”

BlountAreaJobs.com
BlountAreaJobs.com is a 
listing of all the employers 
in Blount County with links 
to their respective online 
career opportunities listings. 
If you have a job you would 
like featured, please email 
jbelitz@blountpartnership.com

Constant Contact Email 
Marketing
Begin using Constant Con-
tact and you are eligible to 
receive discounts on your 
account. You can save 20% 
if you prepay for 6 months 
and 25% if you prepay for 
12 months. Both existing 
customers and new users to 
Constant Contact are eligible 
for the discount. Sign up for 
your 60-day trial account at 
www.constantcontact.com/
chambermembers

Digital Services by 
Slamdot.com
Receive a free digital mar-
keting strategy audit and 
20% off Slamdot’s digital 
marketing services. Email 
sales@slamdot.com or call 
865.238.5600.

Downtown Digital USA / 
Business Cards
Chamber members automat-
ically get 10% off the prices 
listed on our website; this 
discount increases based 

on annual volume. This also 
includes free shipping (to a 
business address), and up to 
30 minutes of free artwork 
on each product ordered.

Members can also utilize 
our Marketing Battle Plan, 
including the planning book, 
absolutely free (just make an 
appointment to pick it up). 
Get 250 UV coated 1-sided 
business cards for free (just 
pay $10 for shipping), or take 
20% off your first order at 
www.downdigusa.com.

Domain Name & Email by 
Epic Nine
Make a great impression with 
a branded email address. 
Call Epic Nine to get your 
free domain name and email 
address at 865.240.0297 or 
visit www.epicnine.com

Consultation by  
42nd Street Design
Free evaluation includes 
website audit, social media 
strategies overview, tips 
about Google marketing & 
advice on top 10 free direc-
tories. Call 865.382.7007 or 
mail@42sd.com

Workers Comp Insurance
Chamber members who 
have their workers comp 
insurance written though 
AccidentFund get access to 
an online worksafe toolkit as 
well as the potential to save 
up to an additional 5% on the 
back end in a dividend based 
on your individual policy 
performance. Dividends are 
paid out 15 months after the 
program period. Email alaw-
son@blountpartnership.com

CardConnect
The Blount County Chamber 
of Commerce has partnered 
with CardConnect to offer 
best-in-class payments tech-
nology to ensure accepting 
debit and credit card pay-
ments is always simple, se-
cure and affordable. Stream-
line the way you manage 
payments, while significantly 
reducing your monthly fees 
with member-only rates. You 
can receive a free savings 
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analysis. Email alawson@
blountpartnership.com

IDShield
Receive discounted services 
in IDShield’s identity mon-
itoring, which alerts you to 
status changes and helps 
restore your compromised 
identity. www.legalshield.
com/info/blountpartnership

HR & Business Law 
Counseling
Chamber has partnered with 
attorneys to offer one no-
cost 30-minute HR counsel-
ing or business law session 
for new clients only. Email 
alawson@blountpartnership.com

U.S. Chamber Federation
Receive products and dis-
counts to affinity partners 
such as FedEx, topical tool-
kits from healthcare to taxes. 
Sign up at: www.uschamber.
com/members/chambers/
federation-partnership.

Notary Public
Complimentary notary 
service is available for all 
membership levels.

Meeting Space 
Availability
Members have access to two 
meeting spaces located at 
the Chamber building.

• Board Room 1: The 
capacity for the main 
board room is 60 peo-
ple. The rental fee for 
this room is $100 for 
four hours or less and 
$200 for all day (in-
cluded with Community 
Partner and VIP tiers).

• Board Room 2: A 
secondary board room 
accommodates 15 peo-
ple. The rental fee for 
this room is $75 for four 
hours or less and $150 
for all day.

For additional businesses 
that offer meeting spaces, 

check BlountChamber.com 
or call 865-983-2241 to  
reserve your space.

Newcomer Packet
For a $350 annual fee, you 
can have your marketing 
materials placed in newcom-
er packets requested by in-
dividuals looking to relocate 
to Blount County (included 
with Community Partner and 
VIP tiers).

Chamber Lobby Display
Display space available to 
you in the Chamber lobby 
that sees 100,000 visitors 
per year for $300 monthly 
(included with Community 
Partner and VIP tiers).

Free Prescription  
Drug Card
Get immediate savings up 
to 75% on your prescription 
drugs. (Average savings 
is 30%). The free card is 
perfect for uninsured and 

underinsured. Get discounts 
on glasses, hearing aids, dia-
betic supplies and more.

À LA CARTE OPTIONS
Grand opening/Ribbon 
cutting package $350

Additional category listings
$350

Labels printed or sent to 
mail house $200

Chamber email campaign 
$200 per campaign

Newcomer packet insert
$350 for six months

Weekly newsletter sponsor
$50 per week

Chamberlink sponsor
$200 per month

Certificates of Origin
$10 per stamp for members
$20 per stamp for non- 
members

Chamber Lobby Advertising
$300 per month
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Connect with others 
by joining a special 
interest group, vol-

unteering for event planning 
and/or receiving alerts and 
updates that could potential-
ly impact your business. Not 
just for the business owner 
or Chamber representative, 
circulate this form to your 
staff and get them signed-up 
today. Complete the form at 
blountchamber.com/mem-
bership/get-involved/

Ambassadors
Connect with fellow Cham-
ber members, and build 
business relationships with 
one-on-one personal calls 
to other members. Meets 
monthly.

Economic/Workforce 
Development
Work with education pro-
fessionals and employers to 
identify key areas concern-
ing workforce development 
and implement programs to 
better equip our community 
with a qualified workforce. 
Committees include  
Advanced Manufacturing, 
STEM, Information Technolo-
gy, and Construction.

Grains And Grits
Assist with the Tennessee 
Whiskey Trail’s hottest event 
in November. This festival is 
the opportunity to experi-
ence southern spirits and 
gourmet grub.

Hops In The Hills
Assist with the anchor event 
for downtown Maryville’s 
mid-summer festival Sum-
mer on Broadway, as we 
experience a “Celebration of 
Fermentation.”

Hot Air Balloon Festival
Volunteer for one of the 
premier summer events 
in Townsend at the Great 
Smoky Mountains Hot Air 
Balloon Festival held in 
August.

HR & Business 
Focus Group
Monthly meetings to address 
business and human resource 
issues in the workplace. 

Job Fair
Get in on the planning of a 
job fair for Blount County, 
which includes highlighting 
job positions and the  
companies that are hiring.

Legislative Briefings
You will be invited to local, 
state, and federal briefings 
with our elected officials and 
regulators, held throughout 
the year. You will also receive 
timely information from our 
legislators and the US & 
State Chambers that impact 
public policy and business 
regulations.

Legislative Meetings
Members are invited to the 
annual Regional Legislative 

Breakfast as well as trips to 
visit legislators in Nashville 
and Washington, D.C.

Primetime
Assist in coordinating more 
than 400 Chamber members 
as they meet for an after-
noon of networking, prizes, 
food and music.

Smoky Mountain Scottish 
Festival & Games
Volunteer at this annual 
event which takes place at 
Maryville College in May. It’s 
East Tennessee’s premier cel-
ebration of Scottish culture 
and history.

Taste Of Blount
Help plan and/or assist the 
annual Taste of Blount in 
September at the Theater in 
the Park. 20+ food vendors, 
music, judging & networking.  
Two to three planning meet-
ings beginning in June.

Townsend Spring Festival
Volunteers for the annual 
Townsend Spring Festival to 
be held in May. Two to three 
planning meetings beginning 
in February.

Townsend Fall Festival 
and Old Timers Day
Volunteer for the annual 
Townsend Fall Festival and 
Old Timers Day in September. 
Two to three planning meet-
ings beginning in June.

Transportation Briefings
Hear local community lead-
ers and TDOT discuss current 
transportation projects. 
Meets spring, fall, and as 
needed.

Women In Business
Women share best practices 
and discuss issues relevant 
to work and home life. Meets 
bimonthly.

Get Connected 
& Engaged
Make sure your organization maximizes its membership and gets connected with potential customers.
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Calendar
Every season of  Chamber life is stacked with opportunities for education, networking, and fun.

January
8 Success in 90 Seminar – Total 

Rewards: Creative and Affordable 
Ways to Find and Keep Talent

9 How to Maximize your Membership

9 Afternoon Mixer at First Horizon 
Bank

13 Women in Business

17 MLK Business Luncheon

22 Power Connect Lunch 

30 Coffee Club at United Community 
Bank

31 Regional Legislative Breakfast in 
Oak Ridge

February
6 Glenn Shepard Seminar “How to 

Supervise People and Lead a Team”

18-20 Operation Thank You

19 Ambassadors Meeting

27 Coffee Club sponsored by Blount 
Memorial Hospital

28 State Legislative Briefing

March
4 Success in 90 Seminar – Reading the 

Crystal Ball: Predictions for Employee 
Benefits in 2020 and Beyond

7  100th Anniversary Celebration

12 Networking: Creating and Sustaining 
Rapport

13 Presidents/Administrators of 
Colleges Post-Secondary Update

16 Women in Business

18 Ambassadors Meeting

26 Coffee Club sponsored by Well+Key 
Urgent Care    

24 Blount County Job Fair

31 Power Connect Lunch

April
1 Success in 90 Seminar – Toxic Effect 

of Stress

9 How to Maximize your Membership

9 Afternoon Mixer sponsored by  
Wild Laurel

15 Ambassadors Meeting

16 Presentation Skills & Impactful 
Storytelling

17 Dale Carnegie Seminar

23 Network Training Class

30 Coffee Club sponsored by CBBC Bank

May
1–2  Townsend Spring Festival

12 Chamber Social sponsored by Tom 
Hatcher Foundation

15 Business Issues Training Seminar

18 Women in Business

19 Power Connect Lunch

20 Ambassadors Meeting

21 Primetime

28 Coffee Club sponsored by 
BarberMcMurry Architects

June
3 Success in 90 Seminar – Workplace 

Safety

12  City of Maryville and Alcoa Briefing

17 Ambassadors Meeting

19-20 Summer on Broadway

20 Hops in the Hills

25 Coffee Club sponsored by 
Trinity Dental Clinic

July
1 Success in 90 Seminar

9  How to Maximize your Membership

9  Afternoon Mixer at Faith Promise

15 Ambassadors Meeting

20 Women in Business

22  Power Connect Lunch

30 Coffee Club sponsored by 
Quality Financial Concepts

August
5 Success in 90 Seminar

7  Blount County Briefing

15  Hot Air Balloon Festival

19 Ambassadors Meeting

27 Coffee Club sponsored by 
Pinnacle Financial Partners

September
9 Power Connect Lunch

10 19th Annual Taste of Blount

11  School Superintendent Briefing

15 Chamber Social sponsored by Blount 
County Habitat for Humanity

16 Ambassadors Meeting

18 Supervisor’s Training

21 Women in Business

22 How to Network Effectively

26 Coffee Club sponsored by  
AMR/Rural Metro

25-26 Townsend Fall Heritage Festival

October
7 Success in 90 Seminar

8  How to Maximize your Membership

8 Afternoon Mixer at Avero Advisors

21 Ambassadors Meeting

29 Coffee Club sponsored by 
Pipe Wrench Plumbing

November
3   Power Connect Lunch

4  Success in 90 Seminar

7 Grains and Grits

16  Women in Business

18 Ambassadors Meeting

19  Coffee Club sponsored by 
Bryan Insurance

28 Small Business Saturday

December
9 Blount Partnership Christmas 

Open House

16 Ambassadors Meeting

* Dates subject to change

Stephen Deucker
Cirrus Aircraft

The Blount 
Chamber 
leadership is 
passionate 
about helping 
us make our 
investment 
a win. The 
Chamber’s 
layers of  
involvement 
within this 
region will 
help us get 
there.
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BLOUNT COUNTY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

Board of  Directors

16  |  BLOUNT COUNTY CHAMBER of COMMERCE

CHAIR

Rick Shepard
Leadership Blount

CHAIR-ELECT

Trevis Gardner
Metropolitan Knoxville 
Airport Authority

CHAMBER FOUNDATION CHAIR

Bob Booker 
DENSO

VIP CHAIR

Christi Fightmaster 
Pugh & Associates 

VIP CHAIR-ELECT

Stephen Deucker  
Cirrus Aircraft

BOARD MEMBER AT LARGE

Mike Lutheran
Royal Metal Powders

BOARD MEMBER AT LARGE

Kathy Johnson
CBBC Bank

FIVE-YEAR JOINT OPERATING 
COMMITTEE REPRESENTATIVE

Chris Soro
C2RL, Inc.

DIVISION DIRECTORS

AUTO SALES & SERVICES/
TRANSPORTATION & PETROLEUM

Robert Kendall Case
Smoky Mountain Harley-Davidson 

GOVERNMENT & PUBLIC UTILITIES

Tom Hatcher
Blount County Circuit Court Clerk

CONSTRUCTION, BUILDING  
TRADES & SUPPLIERS

Ben Pinnell
Hickory Construction

FINANCE & PROFESSIONAL

Tony Thompson
Pinnacle Financial Partners

INDIVIDUALS/NON-PROFITS

Vanessa Sparks
Blount County Habitat  
for Humanity

HOTEL/ACCOMMODATIONS, 
RESTAURANTS & RECREATION

Richard Maples
Kinzel Springs Partnership

MANUFACTURERS, WHOLESALERS  
& AGRICULTURE

Bryan Hayes
Clayton Homes

RETAIL/SERVICE/REAL ESTATE/
INSURANCE

Drew Miles
Farmers Insurance – 
The Drew Miles Agency

ONE YEAR DIRECTORS

Keeli Boyce 
Express Strategic Services
Russ Bradberry 
Cherokee Millwright & 
Mechanical
Joy Carver 
Dandy Lions
Brian Davis 
Danny Davis Electrical Contractors
Dennis Dockery 
MBI, Inc.
Tracy Queen 
ICC International

EX-OFFICIO MEMBERS

CHAIR OF ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT BOARD

Fred Lawson
CHAIR OF SMOKY MOUNTAIN 
TOURISM DEVELOPMENT 
AUTHORITY

Tim Seay
Century 21 Smoky Mountain  
Real Estate

LEGAL COUNSEL

Matt Haralson
Kizer & Black Attorneys

ALCOA CITY MANAGER

Mark L. Johnson
MARYVILLE CITY MANAGER

Greg McClain
BLOUNT COUNTY MAYOR

Ed Mitchell



Staff Contact

Graphic design by proud 
Blount Chamber member

www.VisualVoice.design

PRESIDENT/CEO

Bryan Daniels
VICE PRESIDENT

Tammi Ford
DIRECTOR OF ACCOUNTING & 
HUMAN RESOURCES 

Bruce Kerr
DIRECTOR OF COMMUNICATIONS

Jeff Muir 
DIRECTOR OF ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT

Lauren Emert
DIRECTOR OF MEMBERSHIP 
DEVELOPMENT

Jessica Hahn
DIRECTOR OF PARTNERSHIP 
PROGRAMS & WORKFORCE 
DEVELOPMENT

Jessica Belitz
DIRECTOR OF TOURISM

Kim Mitchell
EXECUTIVE ADMINISTRATIVE 
ASSISTANT

Brenda Farner
ACCOUNTING & HR ADMINISTRATIVE 
ASSISTANT

Ann Watson 

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

Claire Carter
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

Amy Lawson
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

Afton Dobbins
PART-TIME ADMINISTRATIVE 
ASSISTANT

Deborah Nye
MARYVILLE WELCOME CENTER

Kasey Ferguson
FACILITIES MAINTENANCE

Robert Galyon
TOWNSEND WELCOME  
CENTER HOSTS:

Sharon Thornton
Fred Weiser
Mark Snyder
Jim Watson

201 S. Washington St
Maryville, TN 37804
(865) 983-2241

www.blountchamber.com

blountchamber
@blountchamber
@blountchamber
blountchamber
blountpartnership

Ready to join? Apply online at: 
www.blountchamber.com/membership/application

or contact:
Jessica Hahn
Director of Membership Development

O (865) 983-2241
C (865) 719-3237
E jhahn@blountpartnership.com
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