
Corker, Alexander, DesJarlais, Fleischmann Sponsor Legislation 

to Stop the Unfunded Road Sign Mandate That Would Cost 

Tennessee $50 Million 
 

August 30 2011 - WASHINGTON – U.S. Senators Bob Corker, R-Tenn., and Lamar Alexander, R-Tenn., and 

U.S. Representatives Scott DesJarlais, R-Tenn. 4th, and Chuck Fleischmann, R-Tenn.3rd, welcomed the 

U.S. Department of Transportation’s proposal today eliminating numerous compliance deadlines for 

replacing old road signs that would have imposed an unfunded mandate on states, costing Tennessee an 

estimated $50 million.  Under the new proposal, communities would only be required to comply with 

new sign visibility standards when replacing old signs, rather than by arbitrary 2015 and 2018 deadlines.   

In June, Corker and Alexander introduced legislation (S.1216) to stop this unfunded mandate, giving 

state and local governments the flexibility to replace signs in accordance with the new standards at the 

end of their normal life cycle.  DesJarlais and Fleischmann introduced companion legislation (H.R.2257) 

in the House of Representatives. 

DOT’s new proposal amends the Federal Highway Administration’s (FHWA) updated federal rules 

governing minimum nighttime visibility standards (known as “retroreflectivity”) for road signs.  Under 

the existing rules, state and local governments are required to present plans for overhauling their old 

signs by January 22, 2012. Traffic safety signs, such as stop and yield signs, must be replaced by 2015, 

and all signs must be replaced by 2018. According to estimates from the Tennessee County Highway 

Officials Association, meeting the current compliance deadlines would cost local governments at least 

$50 million in Tennessee alone. 

Several Tennessee localities submitted public comments detailing the excessive compliance costs 

imposed by the proposed road sign rules. 

On May 30, Governor Haslam signed a resolution, HJR 304, passed by the Tennessee General Assembly 

calling for Congress to fully fund the FHWA’s mandate. 

The Tennessee County Highway Officials Association has said, “It is financially impossible for Tennessee 

county governments to comply with this unfunded FHWA mandate. Tennessee county governments’ 

inability to comply with the FHWA sign mandates indirectly exposes all units of local governments to 

potential litigation. One of the biggest concerns for county governments regarding program mandates is 

the threat of lawsuits for non-compliance.” 

For a complete list of the compliance dates eliminated by the DOT proposal, visit: 

http://mutcd.fhwa.dot.gov/knowledge/09mutcdproposedrev/compliance_dates/index.htm. 
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